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If you are not a New Zealand or Australian national you will need a
valid visa to live and work in New Zealand. New Zealand provides
different immigration pathways for those with the capital or the
right skills.

HOW TO OBTAIN A VISA TO WORK OR LIVE IN NEW ZEALAND?
There are mainly two ways for you to obtain a visa in New Zealand;
you can do this by either:

* Investing in New Zealand

* Bringing to New Zealand with the right type of work skills.

If you fall into one of the categories, you may be able to obtain
either an investor visa or a working visa provided that other
relevant conditions are met.

Working visas are not discussed in details here, if you have any
queries, our team at Buddle Findlay will be happy to provide you
with further information or advice.

WHAT VISAS ARE AVAILABLE IF YOU ARE AN INVESTOR?

If you have investment plans in New Zealand, you may be able to
obtain residence under either the ‘Investor Plus’ (Investor 1) or
‘Investor’ (Investor 2) category.

HOW TO QUALIFY FOR AN ‘INVESTOR PLUS’ VISA?

This category of investor visa requires applicants to invest an
‘acceptable funds’ exceeding NZ $10m in New Zealand. You will
only need to stay for a minimum of 44 days in New Zealand in each
of the last two years during the three-year investment period.

HOW TO QUALIFY FOR AN ‘INVESTOR’ VISA?

This category of investor visa only requires the applicant to invest
NZ $1.5m of ‘acceptable funds’, however it requires a longer
minimum time in New Zealand. You will need to have stayed a
minimum of 146 days in the country in each of the last three years
during the four-year investment period.

It also imposes additional requirements, including the applicant’s
business experience, age, English language ability, and a
settlement fund of NZ $1m.

DO ALL INVESTMENTS QUALIFY AS ‘ACCEPTABLE FUNDS’?

Not all types of investments will qualify as ‘acceptable funds’
under the investor visa scheme. Your investment will only be
eligible if it falls within the legally prescribed list of investment
types. Below are some examples of acceptable funds:

* Equity investments in New Zealand firms

* Bonds issued by government or local authorities

* New residential property development projects.
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WILL INVESTMENTS IN RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY FOR PERSONAL

USE QUALIFY?

If you are only investing in residential properties in New Zealand
for private use, this type of investment will not qualify as

acceptable funds.

Your application may take 3-6 months to be processed, the quality

of your application form or documents will affect the outcome. It
is strongly recommended that you consult an immigration advisor
prior to your application to ensure satisfactory outcomes.

IMMIGRATION ADVICE

The only people legally able to give immigration advice in New

Zealand are licensed immigration advisers with certain exemptions

(including New Zealand solicitors). Immigration New Zealand will
not accept applications made through unlicensed advisers.

ABOUT BUDDLE FINDLAY

Buddle Findlay is one of New Zealand’s leading commercial

and public law firms, with offices in Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch, and a global reach of contacts and experience. Our
team has extensive experiences on advising overseas investors,
we will be happy to provide you with legal advices to ensure the
success of your investment in New Zealand.
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